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1. (Review) Attentiveness: a metaphor for group interactions:
"Neurons that fire together wire together"; likewise individuals bond together that interact together.  A highly functional group comes from a highly functional communal experience.
a. Confession frees us, guidance directs us
Confession purges the dysfunctional, and guidance builds up the functional.  Story about Bob as my spiritual mentor.
We operate mostly on heuristics [cf. HAL9000], hence the necessity to examine the patterns we're following.

为人子，方少时，亲师有，习礼仪。[1]
b. Follow up on last week's "homework":
Any discipling opportunities?  (for and from you)
2. Worship
Everything we've been discussion thus far has been a lead up to this very experience—to encounter God deeply as individuals and as a body. 
That famous philosopher/country song singer Willie Nelson claims "It's all one song."[2]  Every song is a worship song.  Every thought is a worship thought.  But who is or should be the object of our worship? (Matt 4:10)  The One who seeks us. (John 4:23)
3. Celebration:
American culture is not based strongly on celebration.  However JOY is a central experience flowing from the gospel. (Luke 2:10)  Our knowledge of God should lead to the completion of our joy.  (John 15:11)  We celebrate as a response to God's goodness, therefore worship is an essential aspect.
a. Celebration now in anticipation
Of triumphs: Exod 15:20
Of His character: Ps 150

Of being in His presence: 2 Sam 6:14-16; Matt 26:17-20
b. 
Celebration then in consummation
Matt 26:29 "I will not drink... until that day..."
Rev 19:6-9 the marriage feast
Discussion Questions for study:

1. What characteristics of corporate worship do you observe in the passages? 
2. How well do we emulate these characteristics in our worship?  

a. Individually

b. Corporately
3. What is the result of proper worship?
For further thought/study:

1. Easy: Listen to songs with an ear for worship.  Even in secular songs, ask what are the objects of worship?  Ask how can we redeem these ideas for the glory of God?
2. Moderate: Rent (or borrow from the library) Babettes Feast[3] and discuss with your family how you can celebrate with greater authenticity.
3. Advanced: Start or renew a time of weekly family worship.  Sing together and pray together as a family.  Share with one another one thing that you have experienced of the Spirit and from the word.
Suggested readings and references:
1. 王应麟; 《三字经》; ca. 1265 Public Domain 
2. Gopnik, Adam; The New Yorker (Magazine); Oct 7 2002 Condé Nast Publications
3. Axel, Gabriel (dir.); Babettes gæstebud (Film); 1987 Panorama Film A/S 

"We have come to the end of this study, but only to the beginning of our journey.  We have seen how meditation heightens our spiritual sensitivity which, in turn, leads us into prayer.  Very soon we discover that prayer involves fasting as an accompanying means.  Informed by these three Disciplines, we can effectively move into study which gives us discernment about ourselves and the world in which we live.

Solitude allows us to be genuinely present to people when we are with them.  Through submission we live with others without manipulation.

Confession frees us from ourselves and releases us to worship.  Worship opens the door to guidance.  All the Disciplines freely exercised bring forth the doxology of celebration."

—Richard Foster in "Celebration of Discipline"

	Passages
	Observations

	Isaiah 6
 1In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to another and said:
    "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"

 4And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5And I said: "Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7And he touched my mouth and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for." 

 8And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."

Revelation 5
4and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5And one of the elders said to me, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals." 

 6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song, saying,

   "Worthy are you to take the scroll
   and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God
   from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,
   and they shall reign on the earth." 

 11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" 13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!" 14And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" and the elders fell down and worshiped.


	1. What characteristics of corporate worship do you observe in the passages? 

(some ideas to consider:
initial state of the people/person

who else is worshiping

process

content
level of intimacy
what is heard
physical posture

what is said

2. What are the results of proper worship?

3. How well do we emulate these characteristics in our worship?  

a. Individually

b. Corporately


	Worship

	Matthew 4:10 
10Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written,

    "'You shall worship the Lord your God
   and him only shall you serve.'"Cross references: Matthew 4:10 : 1 Chr 21:1 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt%204:10;%20John%204:23&version=ESV" \l "en-ESV-23220#en-ESV-23220" \o "Go to Matthew 4:10" Matthew 4:10 : Matthew 4:4, 7 
A. Matthew 4:10 : Deut 6:13 
B. Matthew 4:10 : 1 Sam 7:3 



	John 4:23 

23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him.

	Gospel<<joy

	Luke 2:10 

10And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 

	John 15:11 

11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

	Celebration in anticipation

	2 Samuel 6:14-16
14And David danced before the LORD with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn. 
 16As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, and she despised him in her heart. 

	Exodus 15:20 

20Then Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out after her with tambourines and dancing. 

	Psalm 150 
 1 Praise the LORD!Praise God in his sanctuary;
   praise him in his mighty heavens![a]
2Praise him for his mighty deeds;
   praise him according to his excellent greatness! 

 3Praise him with trumpet sound;
   praise him with lute and harp!
4Praise him with tambourine and dance;
   praise him with strings and pipe!
5Praise him with sounding cymbals;
   praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!

	Matthew 26:17-20
 17 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?" 18He said, "Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, 'The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.'" 19And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 

 20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve.

	Celebration in consummation 

	Matthew 26:29 

29I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom." 

	Revelation 19:6-9
 6Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,

   "Hallelujah!For the Lord our God
   the Almighty reigns.
7Let us rejoice and exult
   and give him the glory,
for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
   and his Bride has made herself ready;
8 it was granted her to clothe herself
   with fine linen, bright and pure"— 

    

   for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 

 9And the angel said[a] to me, "Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are the true words of God."








