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1. Picking up from last week:
Current state of affairs tears us away from paying attention, and saps our effectiveness for the kingdom of God.

a. Last week's concepts
The world demands more attention than finite beings have— driving us to distraction.  But sustained attentiveness is a moral imperative for individuals and the body.
b. Sharing "homework" results 
Attentive observations of others, of yourself, from scripture
2. Applied Attentiveness:

	Focus

Examine from the positive 
	Distractions

Examine from the contrary

	
	


3. Theological Attentiveness:
a. What is it? 

Explain the attribute and acts of God as an attentive being, especially in association with other attributes (see reverse for attributes and passages).  Outline the characteristics of attentiveness.

b. What is it not?

Draw distinctions between attention and other mental faculties such as "knowing", or Eastern religions' "mindfulness".
Discussion Questions:

1. How do the passages assigned to your group related to the concepts of distraction or attentiveness?
2. How do they relate to the attributes of God, attributes of man?

3. Do you identify with the individuals of the passages?  If so, how?
4. What are the causes? What are the consequences?
For further thought/study:

1. During this week's devotion time, continue to read the scriptures with an eye for the concepts of attentiveness.

2. Note this week what typically distracts you and focuses you.

Suggested readings:
1. Grudem, Wayne; Systematic Theology, 1994 Zondervan
2. Weaver, Joanna; Having a Mary Heart in a Martha World, 2007 Waterbrook

3. Gallwey, Timothy; The Inner Game of Golf, 1979 Random House
Communicable Attributes of God[after ref 1]:
Attributes that are reflected by humanity as aspects of being "created in the image of God"

Attentiveness plays stronger roles in non-grayed out attributes.
	Being
	Spirituality
	Invisibility
	
	

	Mental
	Knowledge
	wisdom
	Truthfulness
	

	Moral
	Goodness
	Love
	Mercy (grace, patience)

	
	Holiness
	Peace
	Righteousness
	

	
	Jealousy
	Wrath
	
	

	Purpose
	Will
	Freedom
	Omnipotence (power, sovereignty)

	"Summary"
	Perfection
	Blessedness
	Beauty
	Glory


Group A Passages (God's positive attention)
Luke 12:6, 7, 24-28 


2 Chron 16:9
Eph 1:3-10 (esp v8b)


Ps 17:1-2

Ps 34:15-17



Ps 42:8
Ps 89:50



Ps 130:2

Ps 141:1-2



Jeremiah 31:20

Group B passages (God's negative/anti attention)
Amos 9:8



Ezek 14:7-8
Ps 34:16



Ps 74:22, 23



Ps 137.7



Jer 42:19

Lev. 17:10; 20:3-6; 26:17 (set His face against)

Ps 34:16



Ezek 8:18
Job 35:13



Jer 7:16


Group C passages (Man's positive attention) 
Ecclesiastes 9:10a


Isaiah 26:3
Phil 4:2-9, (esp v8)


Luke 8:15 (contrast with v14)

Luke 10:40-42 (esp v42)


John 4 (esp v23)

2 Cor 10:5



1 Chron 22:19

Ps 1:1-2; 5:2-3; 34:12-14; 77:5-6, 11-12; 105:4, 5; 107:40-43; 119:48, 97 (love what?), 148; 130:5-6

Dan 6:13; 10:12



Rom 8:5-7



Col 3:1-2
Group D passages (Man's negative attention)
Haggai 1:1-11, (esp v5)


Phil 4:2-9, (esp v2)
Luke 8:14 (contrast with v15)

Luke 10:40-42 (esp v40)

John 4 (note woman's scatteredness)
Luke 12:6, 7, 24-28 (Anxiety)
Gen 3:9-11



2 Chron 12:14
Ezek 14:7-8



Rom 8:5-7

Phil 3:18-19



Ps 106:6-7

